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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

WESTMINSTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 
October 29, 2021 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
$25,000 Hometown Economic Development Grant award from MASC 
The Municipal Association of South Carolina offers Hometown Economic Development Grants to South Carolina 
cities and towns to implement economic development projects that will make a positive impact on the quality of 
life in their communities. The grant program also promotes and recognizes innovation in economic development 
practices. 
 
The award: City of Westminster  – "Gateway to Revitalization"  
Westminster will enhance its Commercial Building Improvement Grant Program in an effort to include more 
downtown buildings in the city’ revitalization. 
 
These funds will go toward the building improvement grants the City awards to local property owners for making 
building improvements. Additional press release will be issued over the next week.  
 
Governor Henry McMaster Proposes $500 million Investment in Rural Infrastructure Improvements 
The Governor announced earlier this week his proposal to invest specifically in small and regional water and waste 
water systems. This may be beneficial to Westminster by way of a grant directly to the City and may be of benefit 
to Westminster by way of a grant to the OJRSA. See attached email for more details.  
 
Westminster Planning Commission 
The Westminster Planning Commission met Monday, October 25, 2021 at 5:30 pm at the Depot. Attached are the 
draft minutes.  
 
Boo on Main 
Boo on Main will be Sunday, October 31, 2021 on Main Street. The Special Events Committee has planned the 
event. Westminster Police Officers and Firefighters will hand out candy at the event. See attached flyer.  
 

OJRSA 
The Board of Commissioners will meet November 1, 2021 at the OJRSA Board Room. The agenda for the meeting is 
attached.  
 

PMPA 
Nothing to report. 

    

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
November 1, 2021 at 4:00 pm – OJRSA Commission Meeting at OJRSA 
November 2, 2021 – Election Day 
November 9, 2021 at 6:00 pm - Westminster City Council Meeting at the Westminster Fire Department 
November 15, 2021 at 4:00 pm - OJRSA Finance & Administration Committee Meeting at OJRSA 
November 17, 2021 at 4:00 pm – OJRSA Operations & Planning Committee Meeting at OJRSA 

November 18, 2021 at 10:00 am – PMPA Board Meeting at PMPA 
November 29, 2021 at 5:30 pm – Westminster Planning Commission at The Depot 
 

Gateway to the Mountain Lakes Region 



From: SC Rural Water Association
To: Kevin Bronson
Subject: McMaster Proposes $500 Million Investment in Rural Infrastructure Improvements
Date: Friday, October 29, 2021 9:23:26 AM

Gov. Henry McMaster Proposes $500 Million
Investment in Rural Infrastructure

Improvements

October 28, 2021
For immediate release
Contact: Brian Symmes, 803-673-9437
BSymmes@governor.sc.gov
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – Governor Henry McMaster was joined today by the
South Carolina Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA), Municipal Association
of South Carolina, the South Carolina Department of Health and
Environmental Control, and members of the General Assembly to make a
major rural infrastructure proposal that would provide $500 million in
American Rescue Plan (ARPA) funds to revitalize South Carolina's water,
wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure. The proposal would
modernize rural water systems statewide, providing safe drinking water
and the infrastructure needed for economic development in our rural
communities. 

"In rural South Carolina – water and sewer are key to life. The right
water and sewer systems in a county can transform a tax base,
creating jobs, good schools, and a vibrant community," said Governor
Henry McMaster. "With this investment of $500 million into rural
water, sewer, and stormwater infrastructure, we can ensure that South
Carolina will have the workforce, the infrastructure, and the quality of life
necessary to compete nationally and globally for jobs and investment –
for generations to come." 

Under the proposal, the RIA will administer the $500 million in funding
based on the following priorities: 

Economic Development: To increase economic development in
our rural counties funding will be centered around tier III and tier
IV counties. These counties are identified by the S.C. Department
of Revenue based on the county's unemployment rate and per
capita income. The lower the county's score, the higher the
tier. With water and sewer capacity being critical to where a
company decides to locate, many of these counties that lack
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modernized systems have little opportunity to attract new jobs and
investment. 
Public Health: To ensure safe drinking water, monies will be
prioritized for upgrading water and wastewater systems that are
not in compliance with state regulations. Most of these water
systems are in rural communities that do not possess the resources
or tax base to upgrade or replace their water systems. 
Regionalization: Similar to consolidating school districts, funds
will be spent to incentivize large municipal water and sewer
systems to connect to smaller systems. This consolidation will
provide cheaper, more efficient service. 

"To continue to provide the critical water services that people need, our
infrastructure needs to be modernized and upgraded to meet today's
standards," said RIA Executive Director Bonnie Ammons. "Today's
announcement stands to be transformational in all corners of our
state. Such investments will help to strengthen communities and put
them in a position to succeed."

The RIA was created in 2012 to assist communities with financing for
qualified infrastructure projects for water, wastewater, and
stormwater systems. 

"A lot of times we forget about water and wastewater because it is
underground but it is as important to economic development as roads
and workforce," said S.C. Muncipal Association Executive Director
Todd Glover. "Access to these funds will be transformative to cities and
towns across our state" 

Guidance from the U.S. Department of Treasury permits states to use
ARPA funds for a broad range of necessary investments in projects that
improve access to clean drinking water, improve wastewater and
stormwater infrastructure systems.
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City of Westminster 

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

Of October 25, 2021 

Westminster Depot 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30pm.  In attendance were Sandra Powell, Jarrod Brucke, Larry 
Dellinger, and Truman Holbrooks 
 
City Administrator, Kevin Bronson 
Codes Officer, Bob Jones 
City Clerk, Jennifer Adams 
Members of the public  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Holbrooks and seconded by Mr. Dellinger, the motion to approve the July 
6, 2021 meeting minutes passed unanimously. 
 
Public Hearing 
 Mrs. Powell opened the public hearing on a proposed zoning change for tax map #530-06-03-
003; 9221 Long Creek Hwy.  
 Mr. Dunn, the owner of the property, stated that his intention was to build a detached in-law 
suit behind his house.  The current zoning would not allow a detached building.  Therefore, he is 
requesting the zoning be changed to GR from R-20.   
 Hearing no other public comment, Mrs. Powell closed the public hearing. 
 
Further Discussion by the Planning Commission 

Mr. Bronson stated that due to the fact that the meeting had to be canceled last month due to 
him contracting Covid, he asked Council to proceed with the first reading of the ordinance to approve 
the zoning change.  The second reading will come before them at their November meeting.   
Mr. Brucke asked what the negative aspect of the rezoning would be.  Mr. Bronson stated that the 
zoning would be going to a less restrictive zoning code that would allow mobile homes.   
 

Upon a motion by Mr. Brucke and seconded by Mr. Holbrooks, the motion to recommend to 
City Council that the zoning for the property at 9221 Long Creek Hwy be rezoning from R-20 to GR, 
passed unanimously. 
 
Annexation of 9300 Long Creek Hwy. 
 Mr. Bronson stated that City Council passed an ordinance over the summer that required 
anyone wanting City utility services would be required to sign an Annexation Covenant.  This would 
allow future growth for the City as the city annexes contiguous properties and expand the city limits. 
 Mr. Bronson informed the Board that this property is a new mobile home and is currently for 
sale.  If the Board agrees to recommend to Council to proceed with annexation the property would be 
zoned R-25, which is the default zoning.  The property owner can apply for a zoning change if they so 
desire.   Also, the public hearing will be held at the City Council meeting in November. 
 



 

 

 Upon a motion by Mr. Holbrooks and seconded by Mr. Dellinger, the motion to execute the 
annexation covenant and to notify the property owner that they may request a zoning change, past 
unanimously. 
 
Comp Plan Five Year Review 
 Mr. Bronson introduced Rebecca Vance who will be assisting the Board in their review of the 
Comp Plan.   

Ms. Vance stated that she hoped to have the review completed by the end of this year.   
New to the review process is a Priority Investment Element and a Resiliency Element.  She went on to 
explain what these two new elements would entail.  She also stated that during the process they would 
be looking at updating the tables and charts, reviewing zoning changes that have taken place over the 
last five years and making sure they are on track with the future land map.   

Last summer the Council did adopt two mitigation plans, one with Oconee County and the other 
is a joint Anderson/Oconee County plan.   

Another area that will be looked at with the passing of the annexation covenant will be land 
outside of the city limits.  She asked that the Board look at that and decide what future use they see 
beyond the city limits.   
 
Adjourn 
 Upon a motion by Mr. Dellinger and seconded by Mr. Holbrooks, the motion to adjourn the 
meeting, passed unanimously. 
 
(Minutes prepared by Jennifer Adams) 
 
 
____________________________________    _______________________ 
Sandra Powell, Chairperson       Date 
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