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MINUTES 
WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL 

Regular Scheduled Meeting 
Tuesday, August 13, 2024 

 
 
The City Council of the City of Westminster met in a regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, 
August 13, 2024, at 6:00 pm at the Westminster Fire Department with Mayor Brian Ramey 
presiding.  Those in attendance were: 
 
Brian Ramey   Audrey Reese    Daby Snipes  Ruth May  
Jimmy Powell   Adam Dunn   Dale Glymph   
  
City Administrator, Kevin Bronson  
Assistant to the City Administrator, Reagan Osbon 
City Clerk, Rebecca Overton 
City Attorney, Andrew Holliday 
Police Chief, Fred Miller 
Members of the public and press 
 
     Notice of the meeting and the agenda was posted on a window at the Fire Department and at 
westminstersc.org twenty-four hours prior to the meeting and all persons, organizations and 
local media requesting notification and the agenda were notified by email. 
 
Call to Order 
 

Mayor Ramey called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  
 
Certification of Quorum 
 
 Rebecca Overton certified a quorum. 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mrs. Audrey Reese led the Council in the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Special Recognition of the City of Westminster 10U Softball All Star State Champions 
 

Mayor Ramey read a Proclamation celebrating the City of Westminster 10U Softball 
State Champions.  He acknowledged each player and their coaches, and their victory was 
celebrated with a huge round of applause from the audience. 
 

Public Comments 
 

Randy Moore addressed Council with concerns about his properties being annexed into 
city limits.  He added that he was not excited about being annexed and wanted it on 
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public record that he did not wish to be annexed but does accept it and understands the 
process.   

Special Hearing Regarding the Business License Suspension of Chatuga Ridge Coffeehouse 
 

Mr. Bronson informed Council that there would several things to consider such as 
opening and closing the hearing, the rules and procedures of the hearing, and 
consideration of the Resolution to reinstate the Business License.    
 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mr. Glymph, the motion to open the 
special hearing passed unanimously.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Holliday read rules 1-6 and sections of Code 110 pertaining to Business Licensing, 
and these are attached to the minutes.   
Upon a motion by Mrs. Snipes and seconded by Mrs. Reese, the motion to adopt the 
rules of procedures for the special hearing passed unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Bronson presented email documents and letter documents to Council and highlighted 
the numerous times that Chatuga Ridge Coffeehouse was instructed to comply with 
payments regarding the HTAX collections.  He pointed out that an original letter sent on 
April 10, 2024, informed Chatuga Ridge Coffeehouse to pay the past due February along 
with the current March HTAX payments and any associated late fees would be waived.  
Mr. Bronson further pointed to copies of city staff communication with the owner, Erica 
Covington that stated over multiple emails what Chatuga Ridge Coffeehouse needed to 
do to make the HTAX payments current and in compliance.  These documents are 
attached to these minutes.  
 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph Second Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes  Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Second Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Motion Yes 
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Mrs. Erica Covington, owner of Chatuga Ridge Coffeehouse, spoke on behalf of the 
business.  She stated to Council that she felt like there had been miscommunication 
between city staff and herself and her husband.  Mrs. Covington added that she was 
informed by Bob Jones that she did not need to worry about February HTAX, only 
payments going forward.  She added that they wanted to have a successful business in 
Westminster and only wanted to do things right but was asking for the late fees and non-
payment fees to be removed.  Attached to these minutes are documents Mrs. Covington 
provided to Council.   
 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Snipes and seconded by Mrs. Reese the motion to approve 
Resolution 2024-08-13-01: A Resolution to reinstate the Business License of Chatuga 
Ridge Coffeehouse as outlined in the Resolution, passed unanimously.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion to close the 
special hearing passed unanimously. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments from the Mayor and Council 

Mayor Ramey thanked city staff for their work with the Channel 7 News Zip Trip.  He also 
thanked staff for efforts to clean up the gazebos at the Park and Depot.  Mayor Ramey also 
thanked Reagan Osbon and Bob Jones for the recent efforts in securing the demolition of 
the condemned property next the Funeral Home.   

Mrs. Reese reminded everyone that the Apple Festival and Bigfoot Festival would be 
coming up and encouraged everyone to be making plans to attend.  

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Second Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Motion Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 
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Routine Business  

1. Approval of the June 11, 2024, Regular City Council Meeting Minutes  

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mr. Dunn, the motion to approve 
the June11, 2024, minutes, passed unanimously.    

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Comments from Utility Director   
a. Mr. Parris informed Council that the USDA Project is very near total 

completion.    
b. Mr. Parris informed Council that the electric system had sustained some outages 

recently and he would get an update on the installation of the new breakers that 
were to be installed.   

3. Comments from the City Administrator  
a. Mr. Bronson informed Council that Mammoth Construction Company is making 

progress with the Hall Road Recreation Complex and recent soil testing had 
positive results.  

b. Mr. Bronson informed Council that bids for four generators are due August 30th.  
c. Mr. Bronson informed Council that bids for the Anderson Park project are due 

September 5th.  
d. Mr. Bronson informed Council that the utility bill charges for the Chauga River 

Water Pumps had been astronomically high and that staff had discovered an error 
with the demand multiplier.  He added that this has been corrected. 

e. Mr. Bronson informed Council that the OJRSA has completed a planning study and 
is looking at restructuring the Board and making some other changes as a result of 
the study.  

f. Mr. Osbon informed Council that the city is planning to partner with Oconee 
County, Walhalla, and Seneca to include Westminster projects as a change order to 
an existing County Street paving contract.  

g. Mr. Osbon informed Council that staff is in the process of auditing current vacant 
building structures within the city.  

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn Second Yes 
Snipes  Yes 
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h. Mr. Osbon informed Council that the Farmer’s Market was on hold due to the recent 
heat.  He added that the Christmas Parade is scheduled for December 6th with a rain 
date of December 13th.   

i. Mr. Bronson informed Council that there was a need for a special called meeting 
possibly on August 21 at 12:00 to approve second reading of the Spectrum 
Franchise Ordinance so that deadlines can be met with State filings of the Franchise 
Ordinance.  

Old Business 

1. Consideration of the sale of Riley Street Property TMS #530-21-06-015  
 

Mr. Bronson informed Council that Rory Jones of Jonnor Investments had 
withdrawn his bid offer amount of $25,000.  He added that he contacted the 
second highest bidder, Josh Thomas and he was agreeable to purchase the 
property for $8,000, which was an amount lower than his original bid amount.   
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Dunn and seconded by Mrs. Snipes the motion to approve 
first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-14; an Ordinance to repeal Ordinance 
2024-06-11-04 and to execute real property sale agreement between the City of 
Westminster and Josh Thomas of Thomas and Crain Real Estate passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Business  
 

1. First Reading of Ordinance 2024-08-21-01; An Ordinance Granting Consent to 
Application for Franchise for Cable or Video Service and Setting Franchise Fee  

Mr. Bronson informed Council the City received a franchise application from the 
Spectrum Southeast, LLC (“Spectrum”), to allow the cable telecommunications 
companies to serve customers within city limits. The Ordinance provides that the 
city will implement a franchise fee of the maximum amount allowable by state 
law, currently 5%. 

Upon a motion by Mr. Glymph and seconded by Mrs. Reese, the motion to 
approve First Reading of Ordinance 2024-08-21-01; An Ordinance Granting 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   No 
Glymph  No 
Powell  No 
Reese  No 
May  Yes 
Dunn Motion Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 
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Consent to Application for Franchise for Cable or Video Service and Setting 
Franchise Fee passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Consideration of First Reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-01; An Ordinance 
Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of a Managements Agreement with Blue 
Ridge Electric Cooperative; and Other Matters Relating Thereto   
 

Mr. Bronson informed Council that this agreement allows the city to utilize 
BREC's expertise and leverage its capabilities to operate, maintain, and manage 
the City's electric system and that the contract includes provisions for 
compensating BREC for its participation, enabling the City to benefit from 
BREC's market leverage and expertise.  He added that this partnership will 
enhance the reliability of electric services to City customers and help manage 
costs. 
 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Ms. May, the motion to approve 
First Reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-01; An Ordinance Authorizing the 
Execution and Delivery of a Managements Agreement with Blue Ridge Electric 
Cooperative; and Other Matters Relating Thereto passed unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Consideration of Annexations by the 100% Annexation Petition Method  
 

Mr. Bronson reminded Council that in 2021, Council implemented a policy 
requiring all new out of city limit customers to sign a covenant of annexation, 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph Motion Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Second Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes  Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May Second Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes  Yes 
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authorizing the city to annex in such property when it becomes contiguous to city 
limits.  He added there are several properties that are now contiguous, and the 
Planning Commission has hosted a public hearing for the annexations and that the 
Board is recommending approval for annexation.  Mr. Bronson also added that the 
covenants were recorded on the deed of the property at the Oconee County 
Register of Deeds.   
 
Mr. Bronson added that per city Ordinance each annexation item will be initially 
zoned at R-25 and brought back before the Planning Commission to make 
recommendations for each property.  

a. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-02: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 

 
Property located at 100 Dunlop Drive. This business owner was 
recruited to the site as a part of a multi-county industrial park agreement. 
Oconee County has agreed to allow us to be a part of that revenue 
sharing agreement so that we can collect 55% of the tax revenue from 
the property. A brief explanation of multi-county park agreements from 
Attorney C.D. Rhodes is attached in the agenda packet. 
 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion 
to approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-02: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-03: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at 198 Dunlop Drive.  

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mr. Glymph, the motion 
to approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-03: An Ordinance 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 
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Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-04: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at 143 Oakmont Road.  

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mr. Dunn, the motion 
to approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-04: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
d. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-05: An Ordinance Annexing 

Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at 1405 Clearmont Road. 
 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion 
to approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-05: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  
 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph Second Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes  Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn Second Yes 
Snipes  Yes 
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e. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-06: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at 650 Marcengill Road. 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion 
to approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-06: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

f. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-07: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at Lot A- Cornelia Avenue. 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion 
to approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-07: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
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g. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-08: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at 313 Cornelia Avenue. 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Snipes and seconded by Ms. May, the motion 
to approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-08: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

h. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-09: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at Lot G- Nina Circle. 
 
Upon a motion by Ms. May and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion 
to approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-09: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese  Yes 
May Second Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Motion Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese  Yes 
May Motion Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 
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i. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-10: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at Lot E- Cornelia Avenue. 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion 
to approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-10: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

j. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-11: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto.  
Property located at 199 Nina Circle. 
 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Ms. May, the motion to 
approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-11: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

k. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-12: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at 198 Nina Circle. 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May Second Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes  Yes 
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Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Ms. May, the motion to 
approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-12: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

l. Consideration of Ordinance # 2024-09-10-13: An Ordinance Annexing 
Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning Zoning 
Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto. 
Property located at Lot F- Nina Circle. 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Ms. May, the motion to 
approve first reading of Ordinance 2024-09-10-13: An Ordinance 
Annexing Property Under 100% Annexation Method and Assigning 
Zoning Classification; And Other Matters Related Thereto passed 
unanimously.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Consideration of Law Enforcement Assistance and Support Agreements  
 

Mr. Bronson informed Council that Entities with law enforcement officers within 
the state of South Carolina may adopt mutual aid agreements to allow for officers 
from one entity to provide law enforcement assistance to the other entity and that 
the governing body of each entity must approve these agreements.  The 
agreements to be adopted are: 

A. Agreement between the Westminster Police Department and the Oconee 
County Sheriff’s Office 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May Second Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes  Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May Second Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes  Yes 
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B. Agreement between the Westminster Police Department and the Walhalla 
Police Department 

C. Agreement between the Westminster Police Department and the Seneca 
Police Department  

D. Agreement between the Westminster Police Department and the West 
Union Police Department 

 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mr. Glymph, the motion to 
approve Law Enforcement Assistance and Support Agreements with the Oconee 
Sheriff’s Office, Walhalla Police Department, Seneca Police Department, and 
West Union Police Departments passed unanimously.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5. Consideration of Policy Regarding City Council PEBA Benefits. 
 

Mr. Bronson reminded Council that at its June 11, 2024 Meeting, the City Council 
voted to “opt-in” the City Councilmembers as eligible for PEBA insurance.  He 
added that to proactively prevent the city staff from becoming bill collectors of 
the City Council, a policy was drafted by staff that requires any Councilmember 
electing to participate in the city’s insurance plan to pay their share prior to the 
city’s deadline for submitting the fees to PEBA.  The Policy is attached to these 
minutes.   
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Dunn and seconded by Mr. Glymph, the motion to approve 
a policy regarding City Council PEBA benefits passed unanimously.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph Second Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion  Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes  Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph Second Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese  Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn Motion Yes 
Snipes  Yes 
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6. Consideration of endorsement and approval of design for Main Street, Lucky Street, 
and Grey Street Improvement Plan 
 

The conceptual plan is attached these minutes. 
 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion to 
approve the design for Main Street, Lucky Street, and Grey Street Improvement 
Plan passed unanimously.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. Consideration of Bid Award for Sewer Project to be paid for by South Carolina 

Infrastructure Investment Program (SCIIP) 

Mr. Bronson remined Council that in April of 2023, the South Carolina Rural 
Infrastructure Authority (SC RIA) awarded the city a grant for $3,929,180 with a 
required city match of $982,295 for a project total of $4,911,475 for sewer 
collection improvements through the South Carolina Infrastructure Investment 
Program (SCIIP). He added that the grant is for the replacement of approximately 
276 LF 10", 6,948 LF of 8" gravity sewer line, 35 manholes and all necessary 
appurtenances to replace existing mains in the service area.  

Mr. Bronson added that the Rosier Group designed the project focusing on the 
portions of the sewer collection system most in need of replacement and 
rehabilitation and that solicitations for bids were advertised on the City’s website 
and the South Carolina Business Opportunities (SCBO) website on June 24, 2024. 
Mr. Bronson provided the following bid results:  

Bidder     Base Bid Alternate A Alternate B 

McClam & Associates, Inc  $1,617,995.50 $1,675,370.50 $1,710,495.50 

HDH Construction Group, LLC  $1,852,417.00 $1,972,042.00 $1,997,417.00 

North American Pipeline Mgmt, Inc. $3,041,095.00 $3,205,295.00 $3,303,245.00 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion  Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 
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Upon a motion by Mr. Dunn and seconded by Mrs. Reese, the motion to award 
the bid to McClam & Associates, Inc for the Base Bid Plus Alternate A of 
$1,675,370.50 passed unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

1. Consideration of bid award for Heirloom Farms Subdivision – Water and Sewer 
infrastructure projects 
 

Mr. Bronson informed Council that SK Builders, Inc. is the developer for the 
Heirloom Farms subdivision being constructed about a mile to the east of 
Westminster City Limits on Seed Farm Road near Highway 11 and that Heirloom 
Farms is designed for one hundred thirty-three (133) single-family housing units. 
He added that the city executed an agreement with SK Builders, Inc. in early 2024 
to provide water and sewer service to the subdivision and an annexation covenant 
has been executed and recorded as required by City Ordinance.  Mr. Bronson 
stated that on June 27, 2024, SK Builders, Inc. purchased fifty-five (55) water and 
sewer taps and that the agreement to provide water and sewer service allows the 
City Engineer Troy Rosier to bid water and sewer installation and recommend to 
City Council award of bid. Mr. Rosier managed the bid process for the water and 
sewer system. 
 
a. Consideration of bid award for Heirloom Farms Subdivision - Sewer 

infrastructure 
 

Long & Sons Utility Co., LLC  $    954,913.00 
Raby Construction Company, LLC  $ 1,038,355.00 
HRH Engineering Services, LLC  $ 1,205,715.00 

 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Snipes and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion to award 
the bid to Long & Sons, LLC for $954,913.00 passed unanimously.  

  

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Second Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn Motion Yes 
Snipes  Yes 
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b. Consideration of bid award for Heirloom Farms Subdivision - Water 

infrastructure 

 
J&M Construction, Inc.   $  553,075.00 
Young Plumbing Co. Inc,   $  586,762.50 
Long & Sons Utility Co., LLC  $  673,713.00 
Raby Construction Company, LLC  $  714,450.00 
HRH Engineering Services, LLC  $  714,625.00 
Payne McGinn and Cummins, Inc.  $  732,540.00 

 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion to award 
the bid to J&M Construction, Inc. for $553,075.00 passed unanimously.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8. Consideration of an application by Cross Hill Fellowship Church to rent the city’s 

mobile stage at 1607 Toccoa Highway on October 31, 2024 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Snipes and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion to 
approve the rental of the city’s mobile stage to Cross Hill Fellowship and to 
waive the rental fees passed unanimously.  

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Second Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Second Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
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9. Consideration of an application by Cleveland Rural Fire Department to rent the city’s 
mobile stage at 684 Cleveland Pike Road on September 28, 2024 
 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Mrs. Snipes, the motion to 
approve the rental of the city’s mobile stage to Cleveland Rural Fire 
Department and waive the rental fees passed unanimously. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjourn 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Reese and seconded by Ms. May, the motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:00 pm passed unanimously. 

(Minutes submitted by Rebecca Overton) 

__________________________________   _____________________ 

Mayor Brian Ramey              Date 

 

 

May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 

Member Motion Vote 
Ramey   Yes 
Glymph  Yes 
Powell  Yes 
Reese Motion Yes 
May  Yes 
Dunn  Yes 
Snipes Second Yes 
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To:      Kevin Bronson 
From: Reagan Osbon 
Re:      City Council Insurance Benefit Addendum Draft Policy 
Date:  05/30/2024 
Memorandum 

PEBA is requiring all participating agencies’ governing body to determine if their governing bodies be 
included as “employees” for PEBA purposes. Westminster City Council will make the determination at its 
June 11 City Council meeting.   

If City Council elects itself as employees for insurance purposes, they would need to understand the 
practical implications and processes of PEBA insurance implementation.  

Currently, full time city employees (FTEs) are eligible for insurance coverage.  The City pays the 
employer portion and employee portion of the insurance premium at the beginning of each month. The 
City withholds the employee portion from each paycheck.  

Currently City Council members make $7,200, and the Mayor, $ 12,000, with the option to contribute 
towards the state retirement system. If a council member were to contribute to their retirement and 
opt for full family health insurance, the deductions could exceed their gross pay. As such, the 
councilmember could have a negative balance with the city from their paycheck.  

Policy Proposal: Because the city pays PEBA for the future month’s coverage and in some cases, the City 
could need to withhold the entire paycheck and the remaining balance must be paid before the by the 
5th of each month or the “employee” would be removed from city coverage, to ensure that the city is 
not “floating” the employee portion of health insurance. The city does not float the employee portion 
for any other FTE. If the councilmember does not pay their employee portion of insurance, they shall be 
removed from the health plan and will be unable to reenroll until the next open enrollment period, 
usually in October. It is the sole responsibility of the Councilmembers to get the payment to City staff.  

The proposal accomplishes the following objectives: 

• Councilmembers and FTEs will receive the same benefits, and therefore be held to the same 
standards as any employee. 

• Gives City staff the ability to hold City Council accountable to their employee portion of the 
coverage in an effort be good stewards of a self-elected, tax-funded Council benefit. 

• Clearly defines the expectations, outcomes, and consequences of potentially uncomfortable 
situations if a Councilmember’s deductions exceed their City income. 

City Hall Staff (Rebecca, Kiley, and Reagan) recommend that the Employee Handbook be amended to 
include this Council-specific policy if Council decides to opt into health insurance, and that each 
participating member sign the policy before enrolling. 
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