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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Kevin Bronson 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
WESTMINSTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 

November 22, 2024  
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Westminster Recreation Complex 
Substantial progress was made this week clearing the area for the new athletic fields. Approximately 
fifteen acres have been cleared so far. The cleared debris will be burned on-site in a burn pit. The 
Westminster Fire Department will assist in periodic monitoring. The contractors will continue to work 
through the weekend  
 
Towing schedule provided by SC highway Patrol (information provided by Police Chief Miller) 
The South Carolina Highway Patrol (SCHP) is implementing changes to its wrecker rotation system in 
Oconee County, effective January 1, 2025. Previously, the county was divided into three zones—Seneca, 
Westminster, and Walhalla—with designated towing services for each. Under the new system, the SCHP 
will discontinue these zones, allowing any qualified wrecker service within the county to be called upon, 
regardless of their previous zone assignment. 
 
This change means that if a vehicle is towed in the City of Westminster, the towing service could come 
from Seneca or Walhalla, potentially increasing response times. Additionally, the standard towing fee 
has been set at $266. These adjustments are mandated by the SCHP and are not regulated by the City of 
Westminster. 
 
For more information on the SCHP's wrecker regulations, you can refer to the South Carolina 
Department of Public Safety's official guidelines. 
 
WP Anderson Park Renovation Project 
The City has performed the final phase of its preliminary site work: grading and the undergrounding the 
poweline.  
 
This Week in Rec: An Update from Recreation Director Herb Poole 

• 10U and 14u  Westminster Volleyball Allstars will compete for state championships on Saturday 
Nov. 23 in Florence against Johnsonville, Palplico, and Lancaster in the 10u division and against 
Pickens, Florence, and North Myrtle Beach in the 14u division. 

• Basketball registration has ended.  
• The City is still seeking sponsors for basketball.  

SCIIP Sewer Project 
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Tugaloo/McClam have begun laying pipe and installed several sections of the project. They were waiting 
on rock to be delivered and will continue laying pipe and setting manhole # 12 and # 13.  
Waiting for further guidance on Pumphouse R/W before any more site work and clearing. Bradford Pear 
Trees in the right-of-way were removed and replaced. Details can be found below. 
 
Heirloom Farms 
Long & Sons will be installing pipe, weather permitting, and starting the process of getting through the 
marshland to Tie-In in the coming weeks. Utility Staff had an onsite meeting about the marshland and 
developed a plan. The construction will continue as planned. 
 
Long Creek Highway Chauga River Bridge (from Utilities Director Scott Parris) 
The 76 bridge project is moving at a fast pace. SC DOT has awarded the project to the team of 
Infrastructure Consulting & Engineering (ICE) and Crowder Construction. City utility staff met those 
involved on site on Monday, 11-18. They stated that they are doing design work now, and plan to move 
onsite by mid-December to begin clearing and site prep. They plan to begin demolition by the 2nd week 
of January, and construction will follow closely behind. The plan is to have the project complete in June 
2025. The DOT still plans to demolish the 1928 bridge at the end of the project.  
 
They also stated that the bypass water line will need to be shifted to allow for working room for the new 
bridge and water line. The relocation of the bypass line will require the use of the line on the failing 
bridge. The relocation needs to be completed ASAP, since the damaged bridge continues to deteriorate, 
and is subject to collapse at any time. We have proposed a streamlined approach to combine the bypass 
line relocation and a portion of the new line construction into one function to save time and cost. 
Crowder has stated that they cannot perform the work prior to January. We are confident that the City 
can perform the work in a faster time than the contractor, but we need confirmation from DOT that 
they will cover the cost, approximately $75,000 for labor and materials. The DOT has stated that the cost 
should be covered, since it will be a benefit to the schedule and overall project, but still has to be 
approved.   
 
We are in constant contact with the design and construction team, and we are working to stay ahead of 
them so that we do not cause delays in the project. To date, our proactive relocation of the water line 
has saved several weeks in the project schedule. 
 
City Attorney Position Posting 
The position posting for a City Attorney is available on the city’s website at the following link: 
https://westminstersc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/City-Attorney.pdf  
 
Christmas Parade 
The City of Westminster Christmas Parade will take place at 6:00pm on Friday, December 6. Participants 
are requested to sign up ahead of time at https://forms.gle/xBb4WjrDb6XZexuY6. Paper copies are 
available at City Hall. The Tree Lighting will take place following the Christmas Parade. Christmas 
decoration have begun to be installed.  
 
Removal and replacement of invasive trees – Bradford Pear  

https://westminstersc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/City-Attorney.pdf
https://forms.gle/xBb4WjrDb6XZexuY6
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In early March of this year, during the USDA water line replacement on Dr. John’s Road, utility staff were 
notified that a property owner had several ornamental trees planted where engineers had determined 
the new water line would go.  In speaking with the property owner, it was determined that there were 
twenty-eight Bradford Pear trees that he had planted as a visual barrier to his property.  Knowing that 
the State of South Carolina has a bounty program on Bradford Pear trees, staff contacted Carolyn 
Dawson with Clemson University Cooperative Extension to see if there was any help she could offer.  
Carolyn contacted Dr. David Coyle with the Department of Forestry and Environmental Conservation.  
He was excited to be able to eradicate such a large number of Bradfords and approved a one for one 
replacement using Chalk Maple in a 3-gallon size.  Upon discussion with the landowner, he agreed to 
allow the city’s contractor to remove and dispose of the Bradford Pear trees and, upon receiving the 
new Chalk Maples, the city would deliver the trees to him, but city staff would not be responsible for the 
replanting.  The Chalk Maples are scheduled to be delivered this Friday, November 22, 2024, and 
delivery to the site will be scheduled with the homeowner at his convenience. 
  
For a little background on why Bradford Pears are considered invasive: 
Bradford pears are not native to the U.S. and have been widely planted in South Carolina for years. 
While the blossoms are pretty, they have a pungent odor, and the trees often break during storms. Even 
worse, Bradford pear trees directly contribute to one of the worst invasive plant species in the 
Southeast – the Callery pear.  (Copied from Clemson University Extension website) 
 
Buying or selling Bradford Pears in the state of South Carolina became illegal starting on October 1, 
2024. While it is still be legal to keep them in your yard if you have one already, experts at Clemson 
University are offering a program to replace the bright white blossoming trees with species better suited 
to the environment. (source: The Greenville News March 13, 2024) 
 
Westminster Planning Commission 
The Planning Commission met on Monday, November 18. The draft minutes are attached.  
 
OJRSA 
Nothing to report. 
 
PMPA 
The PMPA Board met Thursday, November 21, 2024. The agenda is attached.  
 
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
November 26, 2024 at 9:00 am Finance & Administration Committee at OJRSA- CANCELLED 
November 28 & 29, 2024 – City Offices closed to observe Thanksgiving 
 
December 2, 2024 at 4:00 pm OJRSA Board Meeting at OJRSA- CANCELLED 
December 10, 2024 at 6:00 pm Westminster City Council Meeting at the Westminster Fire Department 
December 17, 2024 at 8:30 am Operations & Planning Committee at OJRSA 
December 24-26, 2024 – City Offices closed to observe Christmas 
 
 
City Council Meeting Schedule 

December 10, 2024 6:00 PM
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Special Events Calendar  
November 30, 2024 from 10:00am to 4:00pm Small Business Saturday Pop-up Maret 

(The Bluebird Nest is hosting vendors for a small business Saturday event on Retreat Street. Retreat Street 
will close around 8:00am on Saturday)l  

December 6, 2024 at 12:00 pm Arbor Day Celebration 
 (more details to come)  
December 6, 2024 at 6:00 PM – Westminster Christmas Parade and Tree Lighting 
 (Please register on the City Website or Facebook, rain makeup scheduled for December 13) 



City of Westminster 
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

November 18, 2024, 6:00 pm 
Westminster City Hall 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm. In attendance were Sandra Powell, Ben Lewis, Lacey Moore, 
Jarrod Brucke and Truman Holbrooks. 

 
Staff: 
Assistant City Administrator, Regan Osbon 
Management and Budget Analyst, Kiley Carter 
 
Call to Order 
  
 Sandra Powell called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Invocation and Pledge 
 
 Sandra Powell led the planning commission in the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Certification of Quorum 
 

Kiley Carter certified a quorum. 
 

Comments from Staff 
 

Mr. Osbon spoke with the commission about not having a meeting scheduled in December. He 
thanked everyone for their hard work serving on this commission for the year 2024. Mr. Osbon 
explained that he would like to go ahead with scheduling the January meeting and he 
recommended January 27th instead of January 20th due to MLK day. The commission agreed. Mr. 
Osbon spoke about Mr. Holbrooks not continuing to serve on this commission after his term 
expires in December of 2024 and he let them all know that he has spoken with city council about 
looking for a nominee. Mr. Osbon spoke about the SCAPA grant project and how he would like 
this to be presented as a workshop item at the January meeting. The commission agreed and 
Mr. Osbon said that he would speak with the grant coordinators about being prepared for that. 

 
Approval of Minutes 

 
Upon a motion by Mrs. Moore and seconded by Mr. Truman, the motion to approve the August 
19, 2024, meeting minutes passed unanimously. 
 

Old Business 
 
Consideration of Rezoning of Recently Annexed Property 
 

Mr. Osbon proposed how he would like to streamline the annexation approval process and how 
the planning commission would then recommend an annexation and a zoning classification at 
one time to then be taken to city council. This proposal has already passed first reading at city 
council.  

 
Sandra Powell opened the public hearing for the rezoning of 100 Dunlop Drive (TMS # 530-19-



04- 001), 143 Oakmont Road (TMS #530-09-01- 013), 1405 Clearmont Road (TMS # 530-09- 01-
014), 650 Marcengill Road (TMS # 530-15- 02-015), Lot A (Cornelia Avenue; TMS # 530-31- 03-
010) 311 Cornelia Avenue / Lot B (TMS # 530-31-03-011), 198 Nina Circle / Lot C (TMS # 530-31- 
03-012) 199 Nina Circle / Lot D (TMS # 530-31- 03-013), Lot E (Cornelia Avenue; TMS # 530-31- 
03-014),  Lot F (Nina Circle; TMS # 530-31-03- 015), and Lot G (Nina Circle; TMS # 530-31-03-
016. Hearing none, the public hearing was closed by Sandra Powell. There was some discussion 
of the rezoning classifications. 
 
Rezoning recommendations were made for each Recently Annexed Property as detailed below: 
 
Zoning Amendment 2024-004: 100 Dunlop Drive (TMS # 530-19-04- 001) was rezoned as Light 
Industrial unanimously. 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Second Yes 

Holbrooks Motion Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore  Yes 

 
Zoning Amendment 2024-005: 143 Oakmont Road (TMS #530-09-01- 013) was rezoned as R-25 
unanimously.  
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Motion Yes 

Holbrooks Second Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore  Yes 

 
 
Zoning Amendment 2024-006: 1405 Clearmont Road (TMS # 530-09- 01-014) was rezoned as  
R-25 unanimously.  
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Motion Yes 

Holbrooks  Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore Second Yes 

 
 
Zoning Amendment 2024-007: 650 Marcengill Road (TMS # 530-15- 02-015) was rezoned as  
R-15 unanimously 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Motion Yes 

Holbrooks Second Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore  Yes 



 
 
Zoning Amendment 2024-011: Lot A (Cornelia Avenue; TMS # 530-31- 03-010) 
(recommendation for all following parcels being considered on Cornelia Ave and Nina Circle):  
was rezoned as GR unanimously. 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Motion Yes 

Holbrooks  Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore Second Yes 

 
Mr. Lewis and Mr. Osbon discussed the classification of general residential with the 
commission. Mr. Osbon confirmed that these properties could be developed as stick-built 
homes or duplexes, but not apartments. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis and seconded by Mrs. Moore to approve the properties below 
as written. The motion passed unanimously. 
  
 
Zoning Amendment 2024-008: 311 Cornelia Avenue / Lot B (TMS # 530-31-03-011) was rezoned 
as GR unanimously. 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Second Yes 

Holbrooks Motion Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore  Yes 

 
Zoning Amendment 2024-009 (Public Hearing): 198 Nina Circle / Lot C (TMS # 530-31- 03-012) 
Zoning Amendment 2024-010 (Public Hearing): 199 Nina Circle / Lot D (TMS # 530-31- 03-013) 
Zoning Amendment 2024-012 (Public Hearing): Lot E (Cornelia Avenue; TMS # 530-31- 03-014) 
Zoning Amendment 2024-013 (Public Hearing): Lot F (Nina Circle; TMS # 530-31-03- 015)  
Zoning Amendment 2024-014 (Public Hearing): Lot G (Nina Circle; TMS # 530-31-03-016) were 
all rezoned as GR unanimously.   

 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Motion Yes 

Holbrooks Second Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore  Yes 

 
  
 
 
 
 



 
New Business 
 
 
Consideration of an ordinance to amend the Westminster Zoning Ordinance to streamline the City of 
Westminster Annexation Process (Public Hearing). 
 
 

Sandra Powell then opened the public hearing. Hearing none, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Mr. Osbon explained amending the Westminster Zoning Ordinance to streamline the City of 
Westminster Annexation Process. He explained that this process is currently very redundant. It 
is a 6 month process hoping to go to a 3 month process. City council has already approved the 
first reading of this. City council will approve the second reading after this commission 
approves a recommendation. There was some discussion to clarify exactly how the new 
process would work. The planning commission wants to be sure that every property owner 
gets the chance to be heard about rezonings.  
 
The ordinance to amend the Westminster Zoning Ordinance to streamline the City of 
Westminster Annexation Process passed unanimously. 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell Second Yes 
Lewis  Yes 

Holbrooks  Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore Motion Yes 

 
 

Consideration of Zoning Amendment Application 2024-017 (Public Hearing): 115 Riley Street from R-15 
(Single Family Residential) to R-6 (Single Family Residential). The City recently sold property located at 
115 Riley Street (TMS# 530-21-06-015).  
 

Sandra Powell opened the public hearing. Josh Thomas and Amber Crain were present to 
answer any questions the commission may have had and to give a general overview of what 
their plans were at 115 Riley Street. Josh Thomas also gave examples of houses for sale in the 
area, their conditions, and their listing prices compared to his plans for 115 Riley Street. Mr. 
Lewis voiced his concern with the housing density here in Oconee County (for example, 
Coopers Mill). 
 
The Zoning Amendment Application 2024-017 (Public Hearing): 115 Riley Street from R-15 
(Single Family Residential) to R-6 (Single Family Residential). The City recently sold property 
located at 115 Riley Street (TMS# 530-21-06-015) passed unanimously. 
 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Motion Yes 

Holbrooks  Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore Second Yes 



 
 

Consideration of Annexation of Property Located at 100 Carson Street, TMS # 234- 03-01-021 (Public 
Hearing). The City’s pending ordinance doctrine allows the City to utilize the pending annexation method 
described in item 17. 

 
Mr. Osbon explained that the next properties listed would begin the newly streamlined 
process of rezoning properties recommended by the commission earlier in this meeting. 

 
 
  Sandra Powell opened the public hearing. Hearing none, the public hearing was closed. 
 
 

Mr. Osbon explained that this property came to our attention for annexation through 
utility services when it became contiguous with city limits due to previous annexations. 
 
 
Annexation of Property Located at 100 Carson Street, TMS # 234- 03-01-021 (Public 
Hearing). The City’s pending ordinance doctrine allows the City to utilize the pending 
annexation method described in item 17 passed unanimously. 
 

Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Second Yes 

Holbrooks  Yes 
Brucke  Yes 
Moore Motion Yes 

 
 

Consideration of Annexation of Property Located at 510 West Oak Highway, TMS # 260-00-04-039 (Public 
Hearing). The City’s pending ordinance doctrine allows the City to utilize the pending annexation method 
described in item 17. 

 
 
Sandra Powell opened the public hearing. Hearing none, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Mr. Osbon explained that this property recently sold, and the new owner has no issue with 
being annexed in. The city is recommending annexation to grow this way. 
 
Staff recommended approval for R-20. This was questioned by the commission. This 
property should still actually be designated as R-15 to be consistent with the surrounding 
areas.  
 
There was a motion to amend the proposal from R-20 to R-15 and to accept the 
annexation of this property. 
 
Annexation of Property Located at 510 West Oak Highway, TMS # 260-00-04-039 (Public 
Hearing). The City’s pending ordinance doctrine allows the City to utilize the pending 
annexation method described in item 17 passed unanimously. 
 
 



 
Member Motion Vote 
Powell  Yes 
Lewis Motion Yes 

Holbrooks  Yes 
Brucke Second Yes 
Moore  Yes 

 
 

Discussion of Solar Farms within the City of Westminster 
 

Mr. Osbon explained that someone had reached out to the city about a solar farm. The 
city’s Zoning Ordinance does not currently address Solar Farms, and staff generally errs 
towards the request of the property owner in these situations. Due to the perceived 
disruptive nature of solar farms, we wanted to seek guidance and feedback from the 
planning commission.  
 
There was discussion about the negatives of these solar farms such as putting off excessive 
heat, killing wildlife, and being an eyesore to the community. The planning commission is 
not for this right now within city limits. Mr. Osbon explained that the city could get 
significant business license fees from these. The consensus was to review solar farms on a 
case by case basis with more specifics to approve.  
 
 

 
 
 

Adjourn 
Upon a motion by Mr. Holbrooks and seconded by Mr. Lewis, the motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:08 pm passed unanimously. 

(Minutes prepared by Kiley Carter) 
 
 
 

Sandra Powell, Chairperson 
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