CITY OF WESTMINSTER, SOUTH CAROLINA
MUNICIPAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS | NOVEMBER 3, 2026, REFERENDUM
This FAQ provides information about Westminster’s proposed 1% sales and use tax.          South Carolina Municipal Property Tax Relief Act Passed in 2026 
The proposal takes effect only if approved by voters.

	1. What is being proposed?
On July 30, 2026, Westminster City Council voted to 
place a proposed 1% sales and use tax under the SC Municipal Property Tax Relief Act, on the November 3 ballot. 

Voters will decide whether to approve the tax for up to eight years.

2. What exactly did the Westminster Council 
vote on?
City Council voted to place a proposal for 1% sales and 
use tax referendum allowing voters to decide whether to approve the tax for up to eight years to provide property tax credits and fund designated city projects. 

3. Why is the City proposing this tax?
The proposal offers a way to provide eligibility 
homeowners with property tax relief while helping funds needed City capital improvements.

4. What does “property tax relief” mean?
Eligible homeowners who own and live 
in their homes could receive credit against 
the City portion of their property taxes, if voters approve the 1% sales and use tax. 

The credit would not reduce county or school district property taxes. 

50% of the sales tax collected would help lower eligible homeowners’ City property tax bills. The amount of the credit depends on the tax revenue and the plan approved for Westminster.

5. How much revenue is expected?
The City estimates approximately $319,850 annually, or $2.56 million over eight years. Of the estimated annual revenue, about $63,970 would support property tax relief and $255,880 would fund capital projects. Actual collections may vary.

6. Why is it called “penny tax,” who pays it?
The proposed tax adds 1 cent for every $1 spent on eligible taxable purchases within City limits. Residents, visitors, and tourists making eligible purchases would contribute to the funds. Certain purchases are exempt under state law such as gas, prescription medication, 
and certain groceries.
	7. Who pays the tax?
If approved by voters, City residents, visitors and tourists making eligible taxable purchases within the City of Westminster, the additional 1% sales and use tax would be applied to purchase. 

8. Why is the City discussing infrastructure funds?
Westminster is a growing community, and the City is considering ways to fund needed capital improvement.

9. How would the City tax funds be used?
Under the proposed structure, 50% of revenue will support eligible owner-occupied property tax credits, and the remaining 50% will fund approved City capital projects. 

Identified projects include police department renovations, public parking improvements, fire department facilities and a helipad, and recreational area improvements.

10. Can the project list change, and will every project be completed? Once finalized through the ordinance, the project list cannot be substituted or expanded. Completion and project sequencing may change based on timing, revenue collected, fund availability, permitting, project costs, and implementation requirements, but new projects cannot be added.

11. Will the residents know how funds are spent?
The South Carolina Department of Revenue will collect and distribute the tax revenue. The City will share information about expenditures and project progress through City Council meetings, budget reports, and City communication channels.

12. Can I vote on the referendum if I select a straight-party ticket? Yes. Voters can select a straight-party ticket and still vote separately on the referendum.

13. Is Westminster the only municipality in Oconee County with a referendum? No. Seneca, Walhalla, West Union, and Salem also have referendums. Each municipality’s referendum applies to voters within its own boundaries.

For information regarding the referendum’s eligible capital improvement projects, please refer to the attached Notice of Referendum. 
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NOTICE OF REFERENDUM

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Referendum will be held in the ity of Westminster, South
Garolina (the “Gity), on November 3, 2026, for the purpose of submiting 1 allpersons qualiied 10 ote in the
City, under the Consfitution and laws of the State of South Carolina the folowing question:

Balot Question

Must a one percent sales and use tax be levied in the City of Westminster, South Caroiina for o
more than eight years for the purpose of allowing a credit against certain municipal ad valorem tax
liabilty and for the purpose of raising the amounts specified for the following purposes?

Broject Amount
1._Police Dopartment buiking renovations 5507.334
2. Yousef Mefleh Memorial Fields public parking lot §130,000
3. Firo Department Helo Pad § 96,000
4. Depot Parking Lot resurfacing $100,000
5 Westminster Fire Dept storage faciity $100,000
6. Horton Outdoor Recreational Area parking lot with shade structures 800,000
7. Gity HallPolice Dept public parking lot $500.000

Total 52,241,384

‘and pending the receipt of such sales and use tax, must the Gity of Westminster b authorized to issue and sell not
exceeding §2,241,334 aggregate principal amount general obligation bonds of the City of Westminster to defay the
costs of the capital projects described above plus issuance costs, and o pledge 1o the payment of the principal of
‘and interest on such bonds the receipts of the sales and use tax authorized hereby, net of amounts required 1o be
applied 1o the credit pursuant to Section 5-41-170, provided that n the event such sales and use tax is inadequate
for the payment of such bonds, such bonds shallbe payable from an ad valorem tax imposed on all taxable property
in City of Westminster?

Yes[]No[]

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Al qualified electors of the ity of Westminster desiring to vote i favor of impos-
ing the tax forthe stated purposes and authorizing the bonds shallvote “YES," and allqualied electors opposed 1o
levying the tax and authorizing the bonds shallvote NO.”

‘The question i being submitted pursuznt t Title 5, Chapter 41, Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976 as amend-
d, and an ordinance of the City Councl ofthe City of Westminster, South Carolina enacted on August 11, 2026 (the
“Ordinance?). The referendum ordered by the Ordinance inciudes fhe authorization of the imposition of a sales and
use tax and the issuance of not exceeding $2,241,334 of general obilgation bonds of the Cy. If a majoriy of the
qualified electors of the City voting i the Referendur vote in favor of the quesfion, a one percent sales and use tax
wil be imposed in the Cly of Westminster for eight years, beginning on May 1, 2027, and will continue to April 30,
2035, The receipts from the Salos and Use Tax will be applied i) to pay the cost of the projects listed above in the
manner set forth in the Ordinance and (i) 50% of the revenues collected wil be used lo provide a novefundabl
crecit against existing municipal ad valorem tax fiabilty on property assessed pursuant to Section 12-43-220(c) of
the Code of Laws of South Carofina 1576, as amended.
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